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DESCRIPTORS- *WOMENS EDUCATION, PART TIME STUDENTS, *DEGREES
. ¢TITLES), MASTERS DEGRESS, UNDERGRADUATE STUDY, GRADUATE
STUDY, PARTICIPANT CHARACTERISTICS, INDEFENDENT STUDY,
GUIDANCE COUNSELING, LIBERAL ARTS, STATISTICAL DATA,

ENROLLHENT, DROPOUTS, SOCIAL WORK, TEACHING, LIBRARY SCigwce,
COMMUNTTY STYDY, SARAH LAWRENCE COLLEGE, NEW YORK UNIVERSITY,

PRATT INSTITUTE,

GRANTS FROM THE CARNEGIE CORPORATION HAVE ENABLED SARAH
LAWRENCE COLLEGE CENTER FOR CONTINUING EDUCATION AND
COMMUNITY STUDIES TO ESTABLISH A FLEXIBLE FROGRAM FOR WOMEN
WHO WISH TO STUDY PART TIME TOWARD UNDERGRADUATE AND GRADUATE
DEGREES AFTER BEINC OUT OF SCHOOL FOR SEVERAL YEARS.
PARTICIPANTS ARE CHOSEN BY INTERVIEW AFTER COMPLETING AN
APPLICATION FORM AND PRESENTING TRANSCRIFPTS. NO TESTS ARE
USED. THROUGH COUNSELING; WOMEN ARE HELFED TO SELECT THE
PROGRAM BEST SUITED TO THEIR GOALSs AT SARAH LAWRENCE OR
ELSEWHERE. THE CENTER'S UNDERGRADUATE COURSES CARRY FIVE
HOURS CREDIT, MZET ONCE A WEEK, AND REQUIRE 15 HOURS OF S
OUTSIDE WORK. EACH STUDENT HAS A BIWEEKLY TUTORIAL - i
CONFERENCE. AFTER FOUR SEMESTER COURSES STUDENTS MAY BE ' L
ACCEPTED IN THE GENERAL COLLEGE PROGRAM. GRADUATE PROGRAMS -
ARE OFFEREC AT SARAH LAWRENCE IN LIBERAL ARTS AND COLLEGE SRR,
LEVEL TEACHING. IN COOPERATION WITH NEW YORK UNIVERSITY, THE Y
CENTER HAS ESTABLISHED PART TIME MASTER'S PROGRAMS IN
ELEMENTARY EDUCATION AND IN SOCIAL WORK, AND WITH PRATT
INSTITUTE, IN LIBRARY SCIENCE. IN INDEFENDENT CONFERENCE
STUDY AND THE INSTITUTE FOR COMMUNITY STUDIES, WOMEN CAN
STUDY COMMUNITY PROBLEMS WHILE PROVIDING SUCH COMMUNITY
SERVICES AS TUTORIAL PROGRAMS FOR UNDERACHIEVING CHILDREN.
(DOCUMENT INCLUDES SEVEN CHARTS.) (AJ)
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The opening years of this decade mark a stage in the history of
women's education perhaps as significant in its implications as the
founding of women's colleges during the last century. That the life-
rhythm of women differs sharply from that of men is now more generally
understood. Consequently, ways of educabting women can 1o longer be

regardsd as fixed in terms of traditional masculine forms. It has become

& normal expsciation for college women who married and lsft thoir aduoge

tion incomplete - whether undergraduate or graduate - to want to resume,
The numbers of such women make it difficult to view such desires as
peculiar or unique. We are moving away from the notion thet women of
whatever age must conform to existing patterns in education. There is a
growing recognition that new ways of guidance s timing and pacing are
necessary if women, whose careers have been interrupted by motherhood,
are to build lives of their own and find creative roles in our civiliza-
tion. New designs for women's education at all levels are among the
crucial issues of our time. The Center for Continuing Education is
primarily concerned with the second period of woments education - the
period following child-rearing - as one of the imperatives of modern
society. And it is not unlikely that the experiences derived from
educating mature women seeking a second chance may have a pertinent

bearing on the reform of women's education in general,

There have been two Work in Progress Reports covering the activities

of the Center for Continuing Education and Community Studies. The first




was devoted to the initial year of its operation, 1962-1963; the second
from October, 1963 to September, 196h., Both were written by Esther
Raushenbush who founded the Center and remained its Director until she

became President of Sarah Lawrence College in July, 1965, What follows

is the third Work in Progress Report which spans the period from December,

1964 to September, 1966,

FINANCIAL SUFFORT

A grant from the Carnegle Corporation saabled Sarsh Lawrence College
to establish the Center experiment in 1962. At the same time an anonymous
gift from an aluma provided the Center with its present quarfers. Two |
years later the Carnegle Corporation made a second grant to the College
for the pwrpose of maintaining the Center and exploring the possibilities
of developing graduate professional pi'ograms for the mature women of
Westchester in cooperation with other colleges and universities. Three

such programs have been developed.

In 1966, & tﬁird grant was awarded by the Carneg:i.e Corporation, This
grant was made jointly to New York University, Pratt Institute and Sarsh
Lawrence College in order to suppori'. the cooperative graduate programs
and to strengihen them. Funds were also provided to assist students in
these programs by means of scholarships and loens. The scholarship and
loan fund is administered by Sarah Lawrence College through the Center

for Continuing Fducation and Community Studies.
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The Center continues to be vitally engaged in the edncational process.
We continue to find intelligence, interest and energy in the students and
enthusiasm in the teachers. The latter frecuently begin somewhat skeptically
because they have had no e:q)erience teaching students so much older than

conventional undergraduates; they end by discovering highly stimulating

qualities in the older undergraduates.

The staff of the Center also finds itself unfailingly involved in
what is going on and ctdptivated by the opportunity of workingﬁ in an
unfolding and lively enterprise. We continue pledged to the idea that
education for mature women demends the same criteria of relevance , and
the same high quality that are central to the education of students at

any age.

THE POPULATION SERVED BY THE CENTER

Ve have chosen to serve women with at least a year of college
education whose undergraduate studies were broken off before completion and
who now desire to continue toward the Bachelor's degree. Ve are as much
interested in wamen who have completed their undergraduste education and
who, after an interval of years, wish to undertake graduate study. Since
its inception the Center has responded o more than 5,000 inquiries and the
staff of the Counselling Service has interviewed and offered educational

guidance to over helf this number.™
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Appendix: Chart I - Interview and Counselling Service




The women the Center was crezted to serve represent a particular

and well-defined group who have existed only in the past generation in
numbers large enough to make themselves heard. The process of helping
them to educate themselves is now viewed as an undertaking with its own
purposes and its om dimensio-ns rather than as a deviation from normal
educational processes. Practically all of them are married; practically
all of them have a full share of family responsibilities. None of them
can study £ull tims, Ail of ihem intend to earn undergraduste or graduate
degrees. All of them must study within easy commuting distance of their
homes. Those studying for professions expect to follow such careers in
the community where they live and where they, their husbands and their

- children have roots,

Atout half of the women who came for consultation at the Centez; were
ccllege graduates, sbout half had not finished their undergraduate eguca-
tion. Many of the latter had some more or less clear idea about work they
would like to prepare to do later on, sane wanted the "satisfaction" of
finishing their college education. Most of those who had completed -
undergraduate study had a professional goal in min¢, wanted additional
skills or insights in order to do more effective voluateer work or wanted
to find out if they could qualify for professional work. By the third
year of the exigtence of the Counselling Service, sbout half of the women

who came during the first two years were engaged in some kind of study.

T




THE FIRST STTP: COUNSEILING
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- _ Counselling at the Center involves a review of the individual's "
undergraduate history, on the basis of the application form, transcripts,

PovEsT g %

,1-*"4- of recommendation -“se'“ai“ of intervemng activities and
present 1nterests. A11 available possibilities are explored. Often
»women who ccme expecting to apply for one of the Sare.h La.wrence programs
\‘ at the Center are advised to undertake a quite diﬁ'erent one el sewhere.
ia s::;rt k= :::a:‘.e tc 20sess .i'ads..z-id-.;al motivelia and readiness for

study. And the interview itself is an instrtment by which a wcma.n can

review her expectations, consider her strengths and assess the hazards.

| A carefully devised application form is the basis for interviews ’

but no standardized test:lng of eny sort has yet been used. Our very |

emall number of academic failures - 2 of 108 in the undergraduate program :
| of the Genter - suggests that a seerching interview eerves for us as &

_valid bas:!.s for admission or referral.

Although we do not specifically engege :I.n vocationel counselling
‘we f:l.nd thet the gree,t ma:)ority of ouwr cand:l.detee for graduete programa
seek a prefeseionel ccmnitment to a serviceu-occupatien in the general
field e.t' human relations. In the same manner, nost of our studente :ln
the undergraduate program plan to continue in graduate etudy bringing to

bear a rich, pract:i.cal background for profeeaienal cmmity work.
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Taere has been a remarkable growth in understanding emong the women
in the community that undertaking study after a long absence, and deciding
what to study, is a time-consuming expeﬁence. We are now often consulted
by women who are quite clear that they are not yet ready to begin study
again but want to discuss wide-ranging possibilities and allow time to
do some practical exploring before théy retum to consider a particular
plan. Sometimes consultation reveals that the inclination to study is
not really very firmly motivated or that expectations are wnrealistic.
More 6ften consultation leads to advice as to where appropriate opportunities
for study may be found. The interview frequently results in an apprentice-
ship year in some community orgénization. An spprenticeship permits women
to discover for themselves whether this type of career is actually sulted

to their capaclities and temperament.
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THE EDUCATIONAL PROGTAM

The Undergraduate Curriculum

Over 100 wamen have entered the undergraduate program at the Center
as candidates for the A,B. degree.” All are women who are resuming an
interrupted undergraduate education and who have been ocut of college for
at 1‘eaét five years. Most have been oubt of collegs bobwesn ben and

twenty years.

Different courses are offered at the Center each semester. The
courses are Sarah Lawrence courses, taught by its faculty, offering the
same college credit as those offered for the younger undergraduates and

acceptable toward the Sarah Lawrence. degree.

Each \coutrse offered at the Center is désigned to yield five credits
‘toward the ’dﬂeg‘ree and the ordinary é@ec‘tatim; is e course per sez‘nestef
for the first year. The requirements of one such course - approximately
fifteén hours of work a week - are substantial enough to involve the
student seriously, If she cannot give this much time for study toward

. a degree, she :f.a probably not ready to return to her education., Most
give much more than the required time. This pm‘mﬁa concentration and
provides an opportunity for accomplishment which strengthens mét:l.vation

for further study and for a gradusl acceleration at her own rate of growth.

#* »
Appendix: Chart II - Students in the Undergraduate Program
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The Director serves as advisor to Center students until they are
accepted for matriculation and study in the general college program, He
has access to 21l the original interview material, conducts periodic
conferences and helps plan the direction of student wark, An intimate
knowledge oi the individuals making up the student body together with
Judgnents about the capacities and drives of eachA new entrant allow the

" Director to shape the changing curriculum of the Center.

A pattern of experimentation has already emerged. The general areas
of study and special segments of them are clearly ‘those of the liberal
arts, But the interrelationships among the so-called disciplines, and

erphases within them, require particular cultivation and particular stress.

Vomen in middle life, for example, who wish %o teach children of any
age require some introduction to evolutionary biology, particularly |
genetics, but they need not begin in traditional ways. Others who seelﬁci
& familiarity with psychology find they can enter into its problems
more readily and more rewaxrdingly by beginning with the dexfelopment of
the child or the emotional fasztors involved in adolescent learning.

And women, doubtful of their capacities because they feel too "rusty"
to begin anew, often experience a sense of accamplishment working in fhe
plastic arts. The sculpture studio is frequently a preface to discovery;

the discovery of seeing, of coordination, of mastery.

-

Classes are normally restricted to fifteen students, meeting for one

long session of an houwr and a hslf a week. Each student has a tutorial
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*eoni’e:renee every o'dier week for halr an howr in each of her eleeaes..
rTutoriel conferences are expected to serve as sids for re-establizshlng

;etudy hebits, for organizing informa.tion and. for the nriting of osuay B,

‘Finally, they result in substantial individual study projecte and er:tabl:l.eh
_“&ié uasis for a con‘einumg :mnercnange between ewaenn and teacher. Art.er
— | ’fom' semester caurses at the Center, students may apply for matricula- o
| {j':tion end upon acceptance beceme candidates for 'I;he Sarah Lawnence degree.
, }.They may take cowses, e:lther at the 0011ege o :I.n the (}en'l;e::'.1 Due to
’ high mtivatim, sld.lled .Lnbervieaing and thoughtful echedulmg, center |

: students have done well and have more than jv.sti*’:led tne time and energy :

' devoted to the total work ef the Center.

At the end of the present ar,adem:lc year, June, 1967 thirtv women e
‘-who began at. the Center will have caupleted their \mdea'graduate werk ‘ !

‘\and will receive t.ne A.B. degree from Sarah Lawrence College. Seventeen

igracmated as of June, 1966 in June » 1967, thirteen add:l'bional students

_ wi:ll de so.**

''''''

1 - o
No more than LO credits are permitted in Center courses
. . bt

Appendiéc.
3%

Chart VI « Faculty Evaluation of Student Vork
Appendix: Chert V B - Distributdon of Gradustes
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. GRADUATE PROGRAMS

The Sarah Lawrence College Graduate Studies Program

Sarah Lawrence Collz2ge offers a Master's degree in the liberal. arts.
A graduate program can he arranged when faculty are available in the
field in which the candidate wishes to study. Programs have been designed
in the past in English literature, phiiosophy, history, sociology and
commmnity studies, psychology, American studies, dance, music, theatre

arts and child deveiopnment.

A Faculty Committee on Graduate Studies acts on all gpplicatiomns,
supervises the program of each graduate student and recommends the granting
of the degree. An interview precedes filing an application and the Center
serves the Program by making its Counselling Service available for tﬁis

purpose.

In +he last decade many of the most interesting applications came
from mature wamen who had decided to continue their education at the
graduate level. Many of these after commencing at the Center had com-
pleted their first degrees at Sarah Lawrence and the Committee on Craduate
Studies has been increasingly aware of this group. The Program is now a
part-time one, clthcugh it is still possible to take the degree in a year,

A forty-hour credit program, normally taking two years to complete,

Appendix: Chart III - Distribution of Center Students in Graduate Programs
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largely gerves wamen in their middle years. There are rerelyf more than

fifteen students in the Graduate Program at any one time,

Another part of the Graduate Program, mede possible by augra'nt. frcm o ,
the Esso Fducation Foundation, is directed toward the prepara,‘bi/on of
.college teachers in junior, community and small four-year colleges. A’
three-»year sequence leadi.ng to the M.A. degree, the ﬁ.rst year is fu]ly
devoted to acadenﬂ.c work- the secand to a continuation of study and |
observation :In a college appropriate to the tea.ch:.ng goals of the .,tudent,

',the third to a paid part-time teaching post in a similar college. This

new, experimental program planned for five students to be adm:l.tted each g
year, seeks to discover new ways to help smdents prepare themselves for )
college teac,hing in a special area while stressing the relationships of e
the subject matter as well as the sub;ject itself, Of the first group of e
studenbs s four completed their education at Sarah I.awrence through the «
Center for Continuing Education; the other received her degree ircm her

original college after study at the Center. |

The program was actually begun during the year 1965-1966 when a
recent M.A., was appointed as the f:i.rst and only Intern :l.n H:lstory |
under the direction of a member of the History Faculty. She hes s:l.nce
become & part-time menber of the History staff in a neighboring four- |
year college and is a Teach:lng Fellow in the Graduate Progrem for the f

Preparation of College Teachers.
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The success of our graduates after finishing their advanced work
seems predictable on the basis of present performance. Those who wish
to pursue further gracduate or professional work proceed to do so, One
serves as the administrative assistant of the Institute for Community
Studies of the Center. A second, who took her M.A. in Folklore and Hyth,
has published her Haster's Essay with a leading New York publishez;. A
number are teaching in the public schools of the community and in indeven-

dent schools elsevhere., Others are teaching in Westchester colleges and
in the metropolitan area.




The New York University-Sarah Lmence Coll_e_ge Greduate P;;ggam
:_q in Barly Childhood and memen y Education ¥ :

From he begimning ma.mr women who consulted the Center were genuinely
interested in teaching and wished to qualif‘y as elementary echool i;eachere.
Ac;__ma_;:_,@g;;;,, Sa__ne_h L_,,,«g;_gg arranged with New York University, School of
Educa‘eion, to esteblish & progren tc meet tliese needs. Existing programs
‘réquimd full-time study and a long commtation together with incca-
‘venient ecnedulirg 'I'he New York University-Sareh Lmrence College
progren was patterned on the recognitdon that wivee end mothere returning

to st.udy req\ﬁre a different type of educational structure.

The Center takes responsibility i‘or a mmber of stages in the

proceeeing of candida‘bes. Applicante are interviewed and screened, the = vl

transcript meterial assembled and application forms are issued from |
Braniville. As & Tesult of the int.erview, candidates are recoumended R
1o New Yerk Unlversity. New York Universit:y is reeponsible for final )
admiesion and for plecing of students in teacking situations. The o

University awards the l’aeter's degree in Education. Most of the totel

program is centered in Westchester wir.h certain special cmrsee required E

‘:on the N.I.U. campus, during the last two yeare. I.arge blacks of time are
provided tor ‘study and practice teaching at appropriate liours in West-

chester County schools.

While time and location are vitally important to otr returning

students, the experimental character of the education program is even

by
g%

Chart ¥V, A. - Distribution of Graduates
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more significant. The plan of work at the Center is especislly suited
to these particular students., They are mostly leng-time residents of
the community, many of them with distinguished records in commmnity
service, Hany have been actively irnvolved in the schools because of

their school-g children and are aware, as younger students ave not,
of the critical issues of adjustment among home, school and child,
Heterlals of study in the Center seminars and observations in public
school classroors tend to make these issues sharper, more intinate and
xhore precise.

Menbers of the University teaching faculty who work with these

' students have been sensitive to their backgrounds and their special

mlalities.' They have been imaginative in giving them the -kinds of

opportunlh es in local schools which accelerate their grawth aad deepen

theirfawareness. A good deal of the practice teaching has been done ) |

in integrated schools situated in a segregated area.,

The sevemteen students in each yearly class work together. as s,

unit, Actuslly, the seminar breaks up into smaller units in va:yiag :

mumbers dictaied by the pwrposes of discussion and tae nature of 'bhe

interchange. iixperience in the public schools are traded, analyzed
and evalvated in multiple terms, a process employed for field trips,

special learning areas and other study purposes. The atmosphere thus

created iy exactly fhe kind which graduate and professional departments.

of wniversities frequently seek to create but do not always achieve, |

T
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The New York University-Sarsh Lawrence Qraduste Progg ram in Socdal Work

. The Social Work Progpsm in Westchestor grew out of a meeting held
in the County in 1~96h. It was attended by ﬁx’e paychistrist in charge

isster ‘mai%al, its chief socisl worksr, the Dean of the New

York SchoeL of Socilal Work and the mrector et the Center. A dec:ls:lon

was made to conduct a survey t,o detemine both tlbs need for protees:lonally
trained sncial wdrkers end the poseib:l.lities—eﬁ st.ing 1n the county for
supplying 1r.hem. The survevr ms.de it clea:p 'bhat 'l'.he need was critical and

t.hat an encouraging mmbeh of ma:bw:e woman, aJ.ready callege trained, -

were anxions to make a cmrbribut:l.on as trained social worleers. Butf it

was no less apparent that only by creating a plan appropriate to' their

req:onsd.buities as wives, mebhers and homemekers conld the Wo be merged. :

A program based on a fundemsubal veriation of the usual des:lgn was
devsloped xmd the ﬁrsrt class was admitted in t96h. Instead o:t the ccn-v v
venticml bwo-year graduate seqnence ! four-yeau. ’ parb-time prog:cam was
established, Classes are held in a New Io:rk Univers:lt«y buﬂding loca'bed

in White F I.ains sbaffed by meniaers of 'bhe Schoo] of Social Work. The

Un.tversity grants che degres of Masber of Social Werk at the conpletion

-

of the course, The C'enter provides the facil:}t:lss of its G'

Service thirough which candidates ave. recomended for edm:lssion to the

program,

A Prof'essional Advisory Counc:ll, composed of execut.ives and
administrators of fifteencounty health and wslfare agenc:les, activsly

8-
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: o collaborates with New York University and Sarsh Lawrence Callege in
sm'ppert:i.ng the program. The Council took an J.m.tia:L psrt in the original
eurvey and contimes to recommend camdidates for cf)nsrclerst,ion. Among
the fﬁmﬁiens perfoarmed Ly ":.he“Council, none is more valuable ﬁhan- the
dsvelopment of suitable field work placements. In consequence, place-

,ments have been secured £or all. Social Work students in private and

o pnblie ageneies' threughoub the County.

A second class entsrea the prooram in Sep'bember , 1966, and a third
will hegin in 1968 Under the provisions of the Carnsgie Foundation |

grmt s a careful research pro;jec.t to nmeasure the progress and sld.lls

' developed :m the Westchester program was pro;;ected. The ne Jure women o
Wil 1 be matched at the Washing'bon Square classes by as nearlar commrable :
- as nossible women students in the comrent:.onal tuwo year course so fhat

the %o pregra;ps can be actmately compared and contras‘bed. ‘l‘h:i.s ‘stt,ldy

is now under way with the first class,

.1 6-
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The Pratt Institute-Sarah Lawrence Graduate.Program in Library Science

In the fall of 196L, the Center, with the aid of the Joseph Fels
Fognda’bion, undertock a survey to determine the need for school, public
and }Jmtitutional librar.‘i.a;ns in the County and the prosects of deﬁlop-
ing' prograns for gollege. trained women seeking pax?brtirfie prp‘fessibnal.
training in this field, Over 450 ub:arians and nany adminiatrai&éga,
school superintendents apd principals were reached by questibonngipe.‘
The Center and its investigators were aided by the Wesj.gchestér Librgry
Associ.aﬁpn which not only contributed encouragement, but its members
made their knowledge of local situations and their professioual skills

readily available,

The survey documented. the assumption that the dearth to'f trained
professionals was alarming. Also established was the availébility
of a population léf women with Wmccalaurate degrees who, under £gvbrable
conditions, mght be expected to fill the gap. The Center entered into
an agreement with the Graduate Library School of Pratt ;nstitgte to‘
dm;ﬂ.op a piogram in this area in order to serve the comuﬂ.ﬁ&* and fo
ftﬂ.ﬁll its obligations to this resident group. The program was begun
in September, 1965, Courses, designed and staffed by Pratt wl;iéh |
ultimately confers the degree of Master of Iibrary Science, are now
being oiir-ads The Center aids in recruliing candidates through its
Counselling Sexvice and presents them to Pratt for final professional

approval. The program begins at the Center, After the tyelve hours

<17~




on the Brooklyn campus of Pra‘c.t Institute. ‘I‘here are twenty-seven

'students now engaged in graduate library s'bud:y. Twelve are continuing

enoourage the Center in furtheadng shared ob Jectives. They joined to

orgemj ze a series of 1ect.ures sponsored by the Joseph Fels Foundationb', )

| librzaries and librarians and. to broaden the scope of the gr.eduate pro- ‘ -

. gram i.n Westchesfoer.
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'have been completed, the remaining twenty-four hours of credit are teken

in the secand year of 'bhe course and fifteen new stndents entered 1n
Sepfember, 1966. .

'I'he Westches:ter I.ibrary Associe‘oion contitmes to support and

desfj.;rned bo aid the larger commmity in vnderstanding the function of

The series 2 planned with e:q:ert profess:.onal care, revolved around

four central issues of the topic: Books LMan and Societ/z

T'hewg.ﬁole‘ of Librarianss | SR

Professor Dorothy Broderick 'I'he Librarian in Todg's Socieby

Dr. Jerrold Orme, Social and Coxmmmigy N'eeds- ‘ A Cr:l.t:.o_g_

Dr, Harold Wooster ’ Books and Libraries in the Se:i.ent.ific @g_‘

’ Dr. Ralph R. Shaw, The ubrars.an ig Role in a Democ:"atic cm t.uz.e.

‘,,l~
"

| Miss Broderick is Professor of Idbrary Science at Westem Reeerve o
University s Dr. Orme directs the Library of *‘he Univereity of l‘lor*m |
Carolinaq and Dr. Shaw is Deezn of It’Lbrary Activities at the Undversi.fy
of Hawaii. Dr. Wooster is the mrector of In.t‘omation Sciences, Dcpart-

ment of the Air Force. f o e
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The Present Imrollment in the Center

There .were thirty-seven students registered in the undergradiate
program at the .enter in September 1966, Of these, eleven were matricu-
lated, fifteen were non-matriculated and one a special student completing
her work for the degree to be awarded by her original college. Ileven
students, exactly the mumber of those alreaqy matyiculated and registered

in Center courses, were admitted.

Forty-seven students are registered in four undergraduate courses,
Ons student is carrying a full program of three courses, four two
courses, and the remainder are taking a sihgle course. Three of the

younger undergradustes are regular members of a Center course.

Three sbuden‘ﬁs who had been on leave have returned to their studies.
Three are currently on leave. One student nas moved to New Jersey’ and
requires time to adjust her family to a new environment. Another has
a child who needs more of her guidance at this poﬁnt. The thirc is on

sick leave,
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Independent Study

Two students are engaged in spe'ci‘al etlidiee in 'doﬁfei‘énces?”cwéur;ée‘s} o
one in mathematics; the other in psychology. Daring the- summer, individual
conference work was arranged for twelve students: elgbt in ar'b. i‘our in

psychology and one in the: history of ideas.

I'Ivery conference project growing out oi‘ a course -tutorial is an 7 ;',
independent study project, but independent coi:‘f-ereiice stiady ‘~:“is’ lna L
category by itself. The arrangement implies. a.7readiness oz; »’the part
of the student to engage in ryesearch- oﬁ’ her own. Once the pla.n is 8
structured by the student and the tegcher, the former is left to her dwn
resources, usually without scheduled meetings wi+h her faculty, _whoyn.s |
availsble when needed. Women in both the undergraduate and graduate
programs have demonstrated an gptitude for such work and have been o

encouraged by theipr teachers to undertake it e.l.tner as part of a regular

coursz or as a special summer project.

The character of such independent studies reveal the close parbhefQ
ship between student and faculty in the educational orocese. Qie '

KRN

student, after campleting a sociology course, undertook a study analyzing
a2 school~cormunity controversy. She read and clipped publicity concern- """
ing it; read all the material evoked by both sides which conditioned
the crisis; interviewed leading figures of all parties; attended about

twenty meetings, taking notes and subs . .atly appraising them. | This

m20m
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Aruitoxt provided by Eric:

involved analysis of the dynamics of conflict; the velaticnships of
school administrators to the community and the attitude of the cormunity
toward them; the determinants of perception and the assessment of role.
The teacher who supervised this student remarked in his report: "It is a
rare and excellent opportunity to have a student search for and find

the connections between an event occarring in her community and

theoretical ideas developed in a preceding course, !

Another student did a special independent study project on "Public
Health and the Community" during a summer. She did some exploratory
work and tested out a questionnaire as well as other procedures which
were later incorporated in a larger study in which her faculty super-
visor was himself engaged. She had many preliminary conferences in order
to work out methods and later to discuss and evaluate her experience.

She modifiec instruments as the study progressed.

Fa.'J interviews were conductec with health officials throughout
Westchester. Two kinds of reports were prepared-- one a series of
substantial reviews of the literature on commnity power structures and
health decision-making processes; the second a seventy-page study
describing the organization, public and private, and its efforts to
promote and protect the health of its citizens. Her teacher wrote: "Iy
is the work of a serious and mature students. The research design was
carefully and assiduously carried through., The discussion is based on

considerable background reading in psycho~social material and in the

theoxry of projection.”
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Center Courses™

Four courses are now being offered. A course in Religious Concepts

in Literature is plamned to serve the continuing nseds of studemts in

both religion and literature. Previously, courses in comparative religion

were presented with success, but this is the first time religion approached o

through literature has been part of the curriculum, The initial response | e

has been gratifying. The students find the approach original and

stimul ating .

The enthusiastic response to a sculpture course last year resulted

in a second offering in art. Visual Arts provides a stiximlating addition -

to the curriculum and is centered in the Iynd House studio vhich was
originally built for the first sculpture course, Visual sppreciation

of forms, space and structure and drawing from still life, mdd“el"a.’nd

landscape is the central emphasis, The drawing seeks to provide, dn the ;

Yeacher!s words, a "background for an experimental unconventional approach ? o

to plastic material,"

Biology of Social Ivolutions is a Center imnovation. The first

course 1n the zoological sciences, it is among the few cou‘rées ever
offered in science at the College without a laboratory experience. It
was specifically planned for the women of the Center.  The novsl features

are best expressed Ly the instructor. Students are engaged in studying

3%
Appendix: Chart VII ~ Distribution of Students in Center Courses
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The program operates ocn a three-year sequence. At present there are
fourteen in the first group, seventeen in the second group and fifteen

in the third.

The New York University-Sarah Lawrence College Social Work Program
provides a four-year sequence leading to the Masher of Social Work degree
and was begun in 196L, Fifty-eight are registered in the two sections
of the program. There are thirty members of the entering class and
twenty-eight members of the advanced group. No entering group is
scheduled for 1967-68, but we are already interviewing candidates for

1968-69.
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The Institute for Community Studies

Sarah Lawrence College has always found its Westchester County'
location significant in terms of its educational purnoses. Iarly in the
history of the College, courses in the community became a part of the
curriculum. Examples 3 direct commmnity action and involvement are
mmerous: field work throughout the County has been an integral part of
the courses and individual research of many Sarah Lawrence graduates;
undergraduates have helped staff local agencies and have played a vital,
volunteer role; the Nursery School and work in early childhood education
have strengthened ties between the College and the County by providing

preschool education for nearby residents and by using Westchester class-

rooms for student apprentice teaching.

With the creation of the Center, the role of Sarah Lawrence in its
om commnity has broadened and deepened. The population of the Center

consists of Yestchester women returning to home and neighborhood with

attitudes and skills vital to both. Our records make it clear that the REEE ‘ :

college population represented by these mature women is an unusually

stable one.- they study, live and go on to work in the same place franm

which they came,

By 1965 it had become apparent that some of the adjacent towns wished
to avail themselves of the educational leadership and Westchester back-
ground which the College uniquely canbined, and requests began to come

in for professional assistance in solving commnity problems, 4And so

25
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the Center progressed in a familiar yet extended direction by establishing
the Institute for Commuity Studies to help provide the assistance these
localities required. The Institute has opened wp additional opportunities

. for students both graduate and undergraduzte for study and research in

community studies particularly in the areas of policy making, planning
and teaching. It has, in fact, become a research center vhere students

may begin to pursue sociologically important study. Above all the

Institute has respondec to the needs of neighboring localities in a

variety of commmnity service activities including workshops and seminars,

The first major undertaking was thé Hount Vernon Urban Seminar, 3

sponsored by the National Council of Churches as a bi-weekly discussion
group cansisting of fifty community leaders who seek to deal with the
issues of a commnity in crisis. Described by the National Council of
Churches as the "most significant commmity-oriented seminar,®l) it is
divided intc small groups concermed with Youth Heeds, Anti-Poverty Program,
fducation, Integration and one on the farmilation of a laster Plan for
Change, Sarah Lawrence students, graduate and undergraduate, serve as 3

research aids to each subcommittee,

A liount Vernon Survey of Community Tensions stems from the Seminar

which is supported by the lount Vernon Commission on Human Rights. I"he o

_C;_omnunity_ Tensions Seininar is now engaged in an analysis of a survey of

approximately 200 citizen responses to integration. When completed,

(l)Schtﬂ,ler, David S., Concepts for Action (New York: Council of
Churches, 1966) p. 20 '
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these findings together with others will be used by the Conmission in

formalating a human relations program.

Another long-range program, operating under a three-year grant from
the United States Office of EQucation (Health, Ecucation, and Welfare),
is devoted to a study of "Decision-liaking in Integration: The Public
Schools of New York City." The purpose of this study, involving Sarah
Lawrence graduate and undergraduate students, is to explore parent, com-
munity and school administration participation in integratim policies.
To separate such research problems by boundary lines between suburban
and metropolitan communities is no longer possible, The issue of inte-~
gration in Hew York City is a case study basic to liount Vernon, New

Rochelle, Vhite Plains and Yonkers.

The Hount Vernon Tutorial Program is a recent program begun in the

fall of 1965. It was developed as a one~to-one tutorial for thirty-eight
9th grade, underachieving children, established and sponsored by the
ijount Vernon Community Action Group. The Tutorial program operated four
days a week both at the 9th grade High School Annex in ifount Vernon and
on the Sarsh Lawrence campus after public school hours. In addition to
tutoring twice a week for one hour sessions, the children participated
in additional projects in art, theatre s Misic and dance on the Sarah
Lawrence campus. Tutors were drawn from the Sarah Lawrence student body

and were supervised by their dons and a special supervisor in charge of

| 11/
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this part of the activity. It furnished a learning experience for all
students: 9th graders and Sarah Lawrence undergracduates s graduate

students and faculty.

Upon completion of this undertaking, and supported by an OEO grant,
Sarah Lawrence instituted an Upward Bound Program (part of a nationwide
project) for £fifty-two adolescents selected fram the schools in Hount
Vernon, Yonkers and llew Rochelle. This is also a tutoring project partly .
staffed by Sarah Lawrence undergraduates. During the summer of 1966, R
Sarah Lawrence College sponsored a seven-week residence progz;am.— Tﬁe~
youngsters resided on campus and participated in a total educatiénal
program especially geared to meet their needs. A follow-up ‘stud»y,
designed to last a year, is already operating. Students, teaéhers and
supervisory personnel, as well as menbers of the Community Studies ;taff ;
are involved. Ve have planned a three-year conmitment to these young
students, which, it is hoped, will culminate either in a college educas
tion or some other form of contimuing study for each of them, part of

the goal of all Upward Bound programs.
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Conclusion

The experience of the Center has justified its initial purposes.
The performances of mature women returning to undergraduate and profes-
gional study has confirmed owr faith in their undiminished intellectuel
vigor. Imstitutions of higher education have a responsibility to
facilitate and encourage these mature women in their determination to
return to study, not only for individual self-realization but for the

enrichment of society.

The Center has created a structure in which such women can function
without feeling that they are neglecting their present primary obligations
as wives and mothers., The academic program - experimental in content,
stress and direction - is based on fheir needs which differ dramatically
from those of the young unmarried undergraduate., Yet the program remains
as exacting in its forms and as rigorous in its standards as the program

of the younger students,
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1962 - Septenber, 1966

LR

| edephone inquiries and brochure nailings | 5,000

- first round 2,596

| o Personal interviews -
| APersongl':!.;;‘xtérvié»ws - 8scoad round. 200 |
CHART II SIUDENTS WHO HAVE COMPLETED. OR ARE COMPLETTNG
) UHLUERGRADUATE WORK IN THE CENTER PROGRAM = -
Total mumber of sf,ﬁdents | S 108

| Total mmber graduated with SLo-B.A.

Ead

<

| Total muber graduated with other Buhs

13

Totel mmber additionsl B.A.'s ~ June, 1967

" Actual peré“m' of B.A.'8 to Center undergradustes

2
*
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CHART III DISTRIBUTION OF CENTER STUDENTS

(o ]

IN PROGRAMS OF GRADUATE STUDY

Total number in NYU Early Childhood Elementary Education| 61
1963 to present

L 3 j— .

Total mumber in NYU Social Work Program 60
196l to present

Total number in Pratt Library Science 27
1966 to present

Total rumber in SIC Graduate Program L

Total mmber in Graduate Programs 152

T IV DISTRIBUTION OF DROP-OUTS
On Leave: 3 pregnant 1 illness in family 12
2 111 6 children in difficulty

Withdrew: Moved from area N

Transferred 1

academic Failure 2

.31-'




CHART V

DILSTRIBUTION OF GRADUATES

Ae  SiLiC.~N.Y,U;~EDUCATION _ CLASS QF 1966

Total number in classf 1

— g %eprava v e .

Total number granted the M:A.

Total number teaching

T;:)ta.l number continuing study

*Potal rumber not teaching or studying

- i W oo N

Unaccounted for

* New baby

Bs .S.LiC.=B:A, PROGRAM

oA v . L

Total number graduated 17

‘Total mumber working = Paid

Total muber working - Volunteer

. Total number continmuing study

Total number not working or studying

N w & (o)} N

Unaccounted for

Nl T
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< CHART VII

DISTRIBUTION OF STUDENTS IN CENTER COURSES

Iumber of students registered in and who completed each course
offered since the beginning of Continuing Education.

1960-61 From Jane Austen to James Joyce 3
Western Philosophies of Civilization from
Hobbes to Freud 3
1961-62 Renaissance lan h
European Literatv e 8
American Iiterature 7
Renaissance Art b
1962-63 Romantic Poetry 11
American Social Thought 16
Development of Personality 11
Greek Philosophy 12
Comparative Community Analysis 10
Surmer
1963  American Literature 8
1962~6l; Finite Math 7
The World of Henry Adams 12
History of the House 8
Studies in Renaissance 12
Comparative Religion 12
History of France 11
Pgychological Theories and Systems 11
196Li~65 TFrom Jane Austen to James Joyce 12
Human Growth and Development 13
American Life and Thought 12
- Mussian and Comparative Iiterature 13
f Hodern East Asia 6
< American Iife and Thought Since the Givil VWar 10
Human Growth and Development 1
3
g Sumner
% 1965  Eighteenth Century English Literature 6
y
. 1965-66 Sculpture 9
Comparative Religion 16
Studies in Renaissance Iiterature 12
Sculpture 7
’ Shakespeare and His Contemporaries 1
| The Buropean Political Community in
; Historical Perspective 15
- ~3l-




